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the world and capture ships and goods of any state
not in league and amity with England. Two
ships, the Samaritan and Roebuck, were fitted out
with such secrecy that the East India Company
were kept in ignorance, and sailed in April, 1635,
for the Red Sea, under Captain Cobb.

The Samaritan was wrecked in the Comoro
Islands; but Cobb, continuing his cruise with the
Roebuck, captured two Mogul vessels at the mouth
of the Red Sea, from one of which he took a large
sum of money and a quantity of goods, though
the vessel had a pass from the" Surat factory.
Again the Company's servants at Surat were im-
prisoned, and not released till they had paid full
compensation. Some small satisfaction was ex-
perienced when it became known that John Proud,
master of the Swan, one of the Company's ships,
had encountered the Roebuck in _ the Comoro
Islands, and had attacked the freebooter. He was
unable to capture it, but succeeded in procuring
restitution of the captured goods; the treasure,
however, was carried off to London, where it must
have seemed as if the days of Drake and Hawkins
had come again.

The Company laid their grievance before the